STATE ON THE ROAD TO TAKING OVER

CROW LANE LANDFILL
By:  Michael Fox, July, 2007

        Highland High School;  Anderson, IN
Estimated Sessions:  1 – 50 minute class
Grade Levels:  9-12

Purpose:  To teach students about concerns local communities have with the issues involved in “setting” a landfill in their region.
National Geography Standards addressed:  
14-B Explain the global impacts of human changes in the physical environment.
Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addressed: 
Geography and History of the World
9.2 - Identify regional resource issues that may impair sustainability*, economic expansion, and/or diversification*. 
        Assess the impact of these issues on the physical and human environments of specific regions. Propose 
        strategies for dealing with regional resources issues.

9.3 - Identify ways in which humans have used technology to modify the physical environment in order to settle 
        areas in different world regions. Evaluate the impact of these technologies on the physical and human 
        environments affected.
Objectives: The students will be able to
1. successfully answer the questions on the Guided Reading Sheet and 
2. demonstrate understanding by participating in class discussions on the topic.

Background:  The teacher will want to introduce the reading by explaining how governmental entities use bonded contractors to ensure that projects are completed as agreed upon.  Local examples might include sports stadium building and new school construction.
Materials Required:

· copies of the “State on Road to Taking Over Crow Lane Landfill” article for each student
· copies of the Guided Reading Sheet for each student
Procedures:

1. Begin by talking with students about the necessity for landfills in our world, but discuss how the “dumps” must be run properly for decades in order to assure the health and safety of the region.
2. Explain the government’s use of ‘bonding’ for projects, as mentioned above.

3. Next, have students work in groups to answer the Guided Reading Sheet.

Assessment:

· Collect the Guided Reading Sheets and award a grade for work.

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:

· Have the students research the Crow Lane Landfill issues via the Internet.  Students could bring in Internet articles they found on Crow Lane (give bonus points), which they would read to their colleagues.  Then, students could write a paper summarizing their perspective – including Language Arts academic standards.

Resources: 
· “State on Road to Taking Over Crow Lane Landfill” article from the Daily News, http://www.newburyportnews.com/ 
