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GENI Small Grant Funds for Educators 
Proposal Format:PRIVATE 


Small grants funded by the Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana, Inc. (GENI) must involve GEOGRAPHY: human systems and physical systems and the relationships within and between those systems. Funding criteria include: a. benefits to the maximum number of educators/students possible in a "multiplier effect"; b. an in-service/professional development component of GENI "teachers teaching teachers" geographical information; c. use of a GENI Teacher Consultant, and d. a strong GEOGRAPHIC / SPATIAL content. Educators can be public or private, formal or informal, in-service or pre-service … as long as accurate and appropriate Geography is being taught. Generally, GENI Small Grants range from $35.00 to $500.00 for endeavors to enrich classroom experiences.
Using the format below, an applicant should send a proposal addressing the following:

1. General Information: (this information will not be shared)

Name


Preferred Residential Address


Preferred ‘Phone Number


School/entity Employed by


School/entity Address


School/entity ‘Phone Number


E-mail address

2. Description of Proposed Project:
· TITLE of the project?
· PURPOSE  of the project?
· What activities will you engage in to accomplish your purpose?
· How will you, colleagues, students and your community benefit from this project?
· How will you incorporate Indiana Geography Teacher Consultants (those educators formally trained or active in Geography Education/Geographic Literacy) with this project?
· How will you document the project's successful completion?

3. Budget:

You must submit an itemized budget which shows the following items if applicable:

· teaching materials

· supplies

· honorariums

· supplies

· travel

· other

4. Time Parameters:  

The small grant proposals require GENI Board of Directors approval, and the Board meets quarterly.  Please, submit requests at least three months prior to the time when funds will be needed.
Postal Mail to:

GENI Small Grant Proposals

IU Indianapolis – Geography / CA 207
425 University Boulevard

Indianapolis IN  46202-5140

OR e-mail to geni@iu.edu





    (E-mail or call with questions at 317.274.8879)

EXAMPLES of GENI Small Grants Funded:
· Mary Castle Elementary School International Games (“Our school has an international focus which we try to weave into every aspect of our curriculum and activities. We have over 600 children and serve grades 1 through 6. We would like to provide an opportunity for all children who attend Mary Castle to have access to games that would enrich both physical and cultural Geographical knowledge in a fun way. The games I am requesting cover a range of ages and times necessary to play the games. This way all students have the opportunity to benefit, and the games can be used in a variety of ways. These would be games that they could play during a rainy day recess or as part of their Social Studies/ ELA/Math/Sciences/Arts Curriculum. Hands on activities are very engaging to the students.  We have had the opportunity to experience the Giant Traveling Maps. The students were very engaged and LOTS of learning took place in a fun way. These games would provide the same opportunity and give students a choice other than technology for indoor recess. Although technology is a good thing, you cannot beat social interaction with hands on activities. These games will be available to all students in the school through a check out system, where they can check out the game, just as a library book, although the game would stay in the building.” $250.00)

· Escape from the Porter County Museum (“The Porter County Museum is We are creating an engaging locked box game to teach Porter County history and geography to 3rd grades for activities in the museum during staff and docent-lead field trips. The activities require communication, critical thinking, creativity, and collaboration to complete the task and solve the problem and unlock each of the boxes.  There are 83 public school and at least 10 private school 3rd grade classrooms in Porter County, so the number of children would vary. It will become a model for a future fundraiser for the Porter County Museum to support the educational programming.” $270.00)
· Geography Educators: MANY small grants have been provided to support Geography Educators sharing their expertise with colleagues and communities through a variety of venues: in-school P.D., local workshops, school evening outreach and engagement activities-international fairs, giant maps, geography in the news… $50.00-$550.00)
· Educator Participation in the National Council for Geographic Education Annual Conference, the Association of American Geographers or other national conferences (with a Geo-facet): ($250.00 per participant representing GENI as an awardee, presenter, exhibitor, committee member, meeting attendee)
· McCutcheon High School Geography Club (Students engaged in the study of Tippecanoe County barns by gathering spatial data/information: interviews, photographs, aerial photographs, locational data, maps, reports, historic archives, display. $100.00)
· Creston Middle School International Fair (Funds were provided to support the implementation of an International Fair for Warren Township Schools. $150.00)

· President Benjamin Harrison Home (Small grant to facilitate the development of lesson plans, maps and affiliated materials for community outreach, student education and engagement, and educator professional development. $500.00)
· Center for Cultural Resources @ IU Southeast (Funds were utilized to enrich Global Education for students and educators in the New Albany area through the CCR at IUS. $200.00)
· Continental Caravan by DIVA Productions (Indianapolis-based  musical presentation-small grant awarded to assist in the production of the Continental Caravan as a travelling musical presentation that focuses on the geographical sense of music; visited eight schools and presented at conferences and workshops. $1,750.00)
· Connecting Math to Earth Sciences to Computers to Social Studies (Funds granted to create a Geo-Resource Kit incorporating Geo-Tools in which to teach the relationships between school disciplines through a Geographic Lens: GPS units, compasses, maps and more. $250.00)
